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L’infinito

“To be or not to be” is a quotation from Hamlet (“Essere o non essere” é
una citazione da Amleto)

1'infinito in inglese si rende con to seguito dalla forma base del verbo

To talk (parlare)

To sleep (dormire)

—

o cry (piangere)

—

o go (andare)

To love (amare)

Si usa principalmente per esprimere un’opinione o lo scopo di un’azione; ¢ importante infatti ricordare

che non sempre ’infinito italiano e quello inglese corrispondono.



I’d like to go to the movies tonight (Mi piacerebbe andare al cinema
stasera)

I I’m trying to call Mary (Sto cercando di telefonare a Mary )

La forma negativa si ottiene aggiungendo la negazione not prima dell’infinito stesso.

I I’d prefer not to talk. (Preferirei non parlare)

I I’m trying not to sleep (Sto cercando di non dormire)

--- PER APPROFONDIRE L’ARGOMENTO ---

An infinitive is the simple present form of a verb used as either a
noun, adjective, or adverb. The verb of the infinitive is normally
preceded by the word to. When the infinitive follows some verbs as
the direct object, the to may be dropped an infinitive phrase is the
infinitive plus any complements and any modifiers of the infinitive

and complements.

As a Noun: He helped to write the program
As an Adjective: Lydia was looking for a way to earn money
As an Adverb: He shouted to get our attention

To Dropped: He helped write the program
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